
K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

OVERVIEW 

 

In the 2007-09 biennium, the state is estimated to spend approximately $15.1 billion 
($13.4 billion state, $1.7 billion other funds) for the support of K-12 public schools. Of 
this amount, approximately $11 billion is associated with the funding for the six 
programs that are part of the Legislature’s definition of ‘basic education.” 
 
Given the fiscal situation facing the Legislature and the fact that over 40 percent of the 
state’s operating budget is dedicated to K-12 public schools, it was not possible for K-12 
public schools to be spared from having to make budget reductions. Nonetheless, the 
Senate budget for K-12 public schools was crafted with two primary principles in mind. 
 
First, the Senate budget writers excluded from consideration for budget reductions any of 
the programs considered “basic education.” In fact, after funding increases for additional 
students, inflation and other cost increases, the state funding for basic education programs 
is projected at $12.9 billion for the 2009-11 biennium. This represents a $1.8 billion or 16 
percent increase from the 2007-09 levels. 
 
Second, the Senate budget uses available federal stimulus resources to mitigate the 
impact of the state budget reductions on K-12 public schools. As part of this strategy, the 
Senate budget utilizes $420.4 million in federal “fiscal stabilization” funds to avoid 
having to make further K-12 reductions, in addition to $300 million in federal fiscal 
stabilization funds for the 2009 supplemental budget. Since the federal funding is 
exhausted after fiscal year 2010, the Senate budget provides $360 million in state funds 
in fiscal year 2011 to backfill some of the K-12 reductions for that time period. 
Additionally, it is estimated that the K-12 school districts in Washington state will 
receive $410 million in enhanced funding for special education, remedial education, 
school improvement, and technology that will offset some of the state budget reductions. 
The Senate budget incorporates these various streams of resources in order to equalize 
the impacts of the various budget reductions among school districts. In addition, the 
Senate allocates federal and state funds to increase the classified and administrative staff 
allocations to certain school districts that have historically received lower amounts. As a 
result of the Senate budget, it is estimated that the net reduction on school district funding 
will average approximately 3.5 percent. 
 
This is reflective of the Senate budget making approximately $1.5 billion in non-
compensation related reductions and partially offsetting these reductions with the 
additional federal resources. The major K-12 reductions are detailed below. 

 

MAJOR SAVINGS 

 

REDUCE INITIATIVE 728 ALLOCATIONS - $753 MILLION GENERAL FUND-STATE 

SAVINGS 

Initiative 728, approved by voters in 2000, created allocations for school districts to 
reduce class sizes, offer extended learning opportunities, provide early learning 



programs, or provide professional development. In the 2008-09 school year, per student 
2009-11 Senate Budget 14 March 30, 2009 allocations are $458 per student. The Senate 
budget reduces these per allocations by 93 percent to $31 per student. 
 
ENHANCED K-4 STAFFING RATIO ELIMINATION - $297 MILLION GENERAL FUND-

STATE SAVINGS 

Statutes that define the basic education program for K-12 students require certain staffing 
ratios at certain grade levels. Statutorily, the state is required to fund a minimum of 49 
certificated instructional staff per 1,000 students in grades K-3, and 46 per 1,000 in 
grades 4-12. However, the state currently funds a total of 53.2 per 1,000 as a 
nonmandatory enhancement over basic education in grades K-4. Beginning with the 
2009-10 school year, funding for enhanced K-4 staffing ratio is eliminated. 
 
LOCAL EFFORT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - $285 MILLION GENERAL FUND-STATE 

SAVINGS 

The local effort assistance (LEA) program, also known as levy equalization, provides 
additional resources to mitigate the impact that local school district levies can have on 
property poor school districts. Funding for LEA is reduced by approximately 75 percent 
beginning in calendar year 2010. 
 
ELIMINATE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES - $53.2 MILLION GENERAL 

FUND-STATE SAVINGS 

In the 2007-09 biennium, funding was provided for additional math & science 
professional development activities. Funding for most of these activities is eliminated. 
Specifically, funding is eliminated for math and science professional development in 
grades four and five, math professional development in high school, and math and 
science instructional coaches. 
 
OTHER NON-BASIC EDUCATION REDUCTIONS - $88.0 MILLION GENERAL FUND-STATE 

SAVINGS 

The Senate budget makes a variety of reductions in non-basic education programs, 
including administrative reductions in the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and Educational Service Districts and elimination of lower-priority K-12 programs, 
pilots, demonstration projects and activities. Examples of program reductions include 
policy changes to the Washington Assessment of Student Learning; elimination of 
expansions to the Pacific Science Center and LASER (Leadership and Assistance for 
Science Education Reform), and elimination of the recently funded school librarian 
allocation and other recent expansions. 


