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From:  

Shannon Campion, Executive Director, Washington Stand for Children, 206-601-6530 

Jim Kainber, Lobbyist, Stand for Children, 360-292-8074 

 

To:         

The Honorable Governor Gregoire 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy Dorn  

The Honorable Lisa Brown 

The Honorable Frank Chopp 

Senator McAuliffe 

Representative Haigh 

Senator Oemig 

Senator Jarrett  

Representative Sullivan 

 

This report highlights results of a telephone survey conducted on behalf of Washington Stand for 

Children to measure Washington voters’ priorities for public education.  

 

Between March 19 and 23, 2009, Davis Hibbitts & Midghall Inc., conducted a telephone 

survey of 600 Washingtonians who are registered to vote. This is a sufficient sample size to 

assess voters’ opinions generally and to review findings by multiple subgroups including 

gender, age, area of state, political party, and voting frequency.  

 

This public opinion poll reinforces the work this legislative session to redefine basic 

education to provide students with what they need to be successful after high school. In 

particular there is strong support for early learning for at risk 3 and 4 year olds, full day 

kindergarten and increased high school graduation requirements. Voters are strongly 

supportive of describing the schools and education we want for kids, and then working out 

the plan for funding.  

 

Washington voters are inclined to put K-12 public education at the top of the priority list 

when it comes to funding programs during this economic downturn. However, voters are not 

offering a blank check to education without expectations of accountability or improvement, 

and the argument that before increasing funding to public education that some reforms are 

needed resonates strongly with voters.  

 

This again is validation of the work of the Governor and legislators this session to update our 

definition of basic education to better prepare students for success in the 21
st
 century.   

 

The public understands the need for improving our education system and putting a plan in 

place – including specific reforms that are actively debated this session in EHB 2261 and ESB 



 
6048 – before asking for funding.  We hope the Governor and legislators take this public 

opinion research into consideration when making decisions this session to redefine basic 

education or wait until we have the financial resources first.  

 

I. Education Funding 

Voters were asked if they agreed or disagreed that because the 2009 Washington Legislature 

has significantly less revenue to fund state services that K-12 education spending should be a 

higher priority than spending on corrections, healthcare, and social services (Q10). 
Chart 3 

Prioritizing K-12 Education Spending Over Corrections, Health Care, & Social Services  

 
Source: Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall: March 2009 

 

Close to six in ten (57%) of voters agreed (28% somewhat; 29% strongly) that K-12 education 

spending should be a higher priority than spending on corrections, health care, and social 

services, while 36% disagreed with this premise, with close to a consensus among various 

subgroups. Area of the state, party identification, and political ideology produced little 

difference in results, nor did other demographic categories.  

 

It should also be noted that around six in ten voters rated minimizing cuts in K-12
th

 grade 

public education (62%) and reforming the K-12 public education system to include preschool 

for low income 3 and 4 year olds, voluntary all day kindergarten, raising high school 

graduation standards, and improving teaching (57%) as urgent or high priorities for the 2009 

state Legislature.  

 

Voters did not, however, seem inclined to give a blank check to the Legislature for school 

funding. Only 29% of voters agreed with the statement ‘we should increase the amount of  

funding for schools before adding any new requirements or expectations for improvements on 

teachers and schools,’ while 66% agreed that ‘any increase in public school funding should be 

accompanied by increased expectations and accountability so that we can measure 

improvements in the system’ (Q19).   



 
 
 

Chart 4 
Expectations for Education Funding Increases 

 
Source: Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall: March 2009 

 

Further, a substantial majority (59%) agreed that ‘when it comes to education reform we 

should start by describing the schools and education we want for kids, and then work 

out the plan for funding needed improvements,’ while 33% agreed that ‘we shouldn’t 

create a framework of education reform and improvements that are wanted for schools unless 

a funding plan is already in place.’ 
 

Chart 5 

Education Reform 

 
Source: Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall: March 2009 

 

Again, we found a broad consensus around the notion that a plan for educational 

improvements should come first, and then a way to fund the improvements, rather than the 

other way around. 

 

II. Raising High School Graduation Requirements 



 
 

Voters were asked if they supported or opposed raising high school graduation standards so 

students graduate ready for college or a career (Q11).  

 

Chart 6 

Raising High School Graduation Standards to Prepare Students for College or Career 

 
Source: Davis, Hibbitts, & Midghall: March 2009 

 
Raising high school graduation standards so that students graduate ready for college or a 

career was supported by 83% of voters (52% strongly supported), only 14% expressed 

opposition. When asked from a list of proposed changes to the K-12 system, a plurality (28%) 

said raising standards was most important and 17% said it was the second most important 

(Q17-18).   

Voters were asked if they opposed or favored adopting graduation requirements that prepare 

all students for life after high school, whether that is a university, college, career/technical 

school, or work, and that this would include at least 4 credits of English, 3 credits of math 

through Algebra II, and 3 credits of social studies (Q28).   

When asked this way, a similar 86% supported adopting graduation requirements that prepare 

all students for life after high school. It is worth noting that 55% strongly supported these 

requirements, while only 10% opposed them (4% strongly, 6% somewhat).  

When given a description of a program developed by the State Board of Education to raise 

high school graduation requirements from 19 to 24 core credits in an effort to ensure that high 

school graduates have met college entrance standards (Q29), 82% said the program was 

important (40% somewhat, 42% very), while only 16% said the program was not important. 

We found little subgroup variation on either of these two questions. 

 

 

 

III. Kindergarten and Pre-School 
 



 
The notion of providing all day voluntary kindergarten was supported by 72% of those 

surveyed, while 25% opposed the idea (Q14).  

Similar results were obtained when we asked voters about providing a preschool program for 

3 and 4 year olds living in poverty (Q16). In this case 71% supported the idea, 27% opposed 

it. Again, there was a broad consensus in favor of this idea, but Republicans (40% oppose) 

and conservatives (39% oppose) were somewhat more resistant to the idea, though a majority 

in each case still favored it. 

 

IV. The Obama Initiative on Education Reform 

Some 67% of those polled said they had heard about President Obama’s talk about education 

reform that included a call for merit pay for teachers, accountability for poor performing 

teachers, and support for innovation in schools (Q54). Among those who claimed they had 

heard of the talk (Q55), 80% of those polled said they approved of the initiative, 14% 

disapproved of it, the rest were unsure.  

Support ranged across the board, and it is worth noting that the highest levels of support came 

from Democrats and liberals (88% and 89% respectively), while the level of support among 

Republicans is actually lower, though still strong (66%). Those who are current or retired 

educators evinced the weakest support for the Obama proposal (60% support, 33% oppose). 

 

cc:  

Legislators on Education, Education Appropriations and Ways & Means Committees   

Legislators on the Basic Education Task Force 


